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54 Kids and Counting

Two amazing Moraga ‘angels’ fostering babies

By Diane Claytor

Foster Moms Kristin Koelzer, left, and Nancy DeWeese look at a recent pic-
ture of former foster child and newest member of the Koelzer family, Isaac.
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I ‘ ‘or 26 years, Moragans Nancy
and Gary DeWeese have had

a hand in lovingly raising 34 kids.
And that’s not even counting their
four biological children, all now
adults. On the other side of town,
Kristin and Tim Koelzer have,
over the past 12 years, warmly and
caringly welcomed 20-plus chil-
dren who temporarily lived with
them in their beautiful Sanders
Ranch home. And that’s in addi-
tion to their daughter, now a col-
lege senior, and twins, who will
graduate from high school this
year.

The DeWeese and Koelzer
families can easily be called an-
gels. They are foster families, un-
selfishly taking in, nurturing,
caring for and loving babies who,
through no fault of their own, are
unable to safely live with their bi-
ological families. In 2014, Contra
Costa County alone had close to
1,200 children in the foster care
system.

Nancy DeWeese proudly states
that she has always been a baby
person. “I wanted 6 or 7 kids,” she
proclaimed. But once they had
four healthy, happy kids, “My hus-
band said that’s enough. And he
was right,” she acknowledged.
“Teenagers are more challenging
for me. I’'m not good at the disci-
pline part. But I’'m really good at
getting up at 2 a.m., feeding a

baby, getting him back to sleep.”
Aneo-natal nurse at Children’s
Hospital Oakland, DeWeese was
working in the intensive care nurs-
ery, taking care of very sick babies
who were often there for months.
Knowing many did not have
strong families to go home to, De-
Weese said she would worry about
them long after they were gone. “I
kept thinking, here I’ve done all
this work to get them better and I’d
love to be involved in their devel-
opment, see them grow.” So she
went home and convinced her

family that they should foster chil-
dren. “Our youngest child was in
first grade. All four were happy,
healthy, doing well in school and a
joy to raise. We had the resources
to help others. It was something |
was so passionate about,” De-
Weese reported. “I really wanted
more children in the house. I love
what having a baby in the home
does for a family.”

Luckily, the rest of the De-
Weese family agreed, with one
caveat. “We would take babies in,
care for them and do whatever was
needed for as long as it was
needed, but we would not adopt,”
DeWeese explained.

For the next 26 years, that’s ex-
actly what they did — 34 times.
Most of their babies lived with
them for up to a year — some less,
some more. Most were picked up
directly from the hospital. “Our
home was their first home,” De-
Weese noted. The majority had
been exposed to drugs and/or alco-
hol and many of their birth moth-
ers had received no pre-natal care.

The goal of the foster care sys-
tem is to reunite children with their
biological family. Sometimes this
is not possible; in those cases, the
hope is that a family will come for-
ward to adopt the children, provid-
ing them with a loving home in
which to grow and flourish.

DeWeese sounds like every
proud parent when she talks of her
‘kids.” Her eyes light up as she tells
story after story.
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Five-year-old twins Matt and Maddie Koelzer hold Calvin, the first Koelzer

foster placement, in 2003.
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Hundreds of Bay Area families choose
Home Care Assistance.

Trust our award-winning care to suit your family’s
needs. We're the best!

24/7 Live-In Care Specialists. We offer around-the-clock care for a reasonable price
despite recent overtime laws.

Brain Health Experts. We are the only home care agency that offers Cognitive
Therapeutics, a research- backed activities program that promotes brain health

Lamorinda’s Best Caregivers. Each has at least 2 years experience and undergoes
extensive training and screening, including a DOJ background check, drug test and
proprietary psychological exam designed to test for honesty and conscientiousness.

Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay.
She has been working with older adults for more than ten years and
is an expert on managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and
your family!

ISV @ | Call Jill to schedule your free consultation today!
925-820-8390 ¢ HomeCareAssistance.com
190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507
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“| love Saklan because
we are family.”

Wobal's
o & *

live

courageously™

compassionately

>
A

creatively

-

O
O

It’s Open House Season, Please Join Us.

Middle School November 6 & January 15
Kindergarten-5th November 13
Kindergarten December 11

Pre-K - 8th

Est. 1954

saklan.org 925.376.7900

Mary H. Smith D.D.S. ¢ Cecelia Thomas, D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
96 Davis Road, Suite 5 Orinda, 925.254.0824

#
Taking care of all dental needs for you and your family. Emphasizing

cosmetic dentistry with implants, and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is
available. Consultations are complementary.
Dentistry with Excellence.

You are unique, with Grange your home is too.
Hand made in France.

Available only at Indigo & Poppy

Interior Design e Gifts ¢ Rugs
Home Accents ¢ Lighting ® Reupholstery
Custom Window Coverings

Indigo & Poppy
1009 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette
925-962-9201

www.indigoandpoppy.com

Hours: 10:00am - 5:30pm Monday - Saturday, Closed Sunday





